An econometric analysis of the mental-health effects of major events in the life of older individuals by Lindeboom, Maarten et al.
WORKING PAPER 2002:19
An econometric analysis of
the mental-health effects of




Gerard J. van den Berg
wp 2002-19.qxd  02-11-11  14.14  Sida 1   
The Institute for Labour Market Policy Evaluation (IFAU) is a research insti-
tute under the Swedish Ministry of Industry, Employment and Communica-
tions, situated in Uppsala. IFAU’s objective is to promote, support and carry 
out: evaluations of the effects of labour market policies, studies of the function-
ing of the labour market and evaluations of the labour market effects of meas-
ures within the educational system. Besides research, IFAU also works on: 
spreading knowledge about the activities of the institute through publications, 
seminars, courses, workshops and conferences; creating a library of Swedish 
evaluational studies; influencing the collection of data and making data easily 
available to researchers all over the country. 
 
IFAU also provides funding for research projects within its areas of interest. 
There are two fixed dates for applications every year: April 1 and November 1. 
Since the researchers at IFAU are mainly economists, researchers from other 
disciplines are encouraged to apply for funding. 
 
IFAU is run by a Director-General. The authority has a traditional board, con-
sisting of a chairman, the Director-General and eight other members. The tasks 
of the board are, among other things, to make decisions about external grants 
and give its views on the activities at IFAU. Reference groups including repre-
sentatives for employers and employees as well as the ministries and authori-
ties concerned are also connected to the institute. 
 
Postal address: P.O. Box 513, 751 20 Uppsala 
Visiting address: Kyrkogårdsgatan 6, Uppsala 
Phone: +46 18 471 70 70 





Papers published in the Working Paper Series should, according to the IFAU policy, 
have been discussed at seminars held at IFAU and at least one other academic forum, 
and have been read by one external and one internal referee. They need not, however, 
have undergone the standard scrutiny for publication in a scientific journal. The pur-
pose of the Working Paper Series is to provide a factual basis for public policy and the 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































7   
Publication series published by the Institute for Labour 
Market Policy Evaluation (IFAU)  –  latest issues 
 
Rapport (some of the reports are written in English) 
2002:1  Hemström Maria & Sara Martinson ”Att följa upp och utvärdera arbetsmark-
nadspolitiska program” 
2002:2  Fröberg Daniela & Kristian Persson ”Genomförandet av aktivitetsgarantin” 
2002:3   Ackum Agell Susanne, Anders Forslund, Maria Hemström, Oskar Nord-
ström Skans, Caroline Runeson & Björn Öckert “Follow-up of EU’s re-
commendations on labour market policies” 
2002:4  Åslund Olof & Caroline Runeson “Follow-up of EU’s recommendations for 
integrating immigrants into the labour market” 
2002:5  Fredriksson Peter & Caroline Runeson “Follow-up of EU’s recommenda-
tions on the tax and benefit systems” 
2002:6  Sundström Marianne & Caroline Runeson “Follow-up of EU’s recommenda-
tions on equal opportunities” 
2002:7  Ericson Thomas ”Individuellt kompetenssparande: undanträngning eller 
komplement?” 
2002:8  Calmfors Lars, Anders Forslund & Maria Hemström ”Vad vet vi om den 
svenska arbetsmarknadspolitikens sysselsättningseffekter?” 
2002:9  Harkman Anders ”Vilka motiv styr deltagandet i arbetsmarknadspolitiska 
program?” 
2002:10  Hallsten Lennart, Kerstin Isaksson & Helene Andersson ”Rinkeby Arbets-
centrum – verksamhetsidéer, genomförande och sysselsättningseffekter av 
ett projekt för långtidsarbetslösa invandrare” 
2002:11  Fröberg Daniela & Linus Lindqvist ”Deltagarna i aktivitetsgarantin” 
 
Working Paper 
2002:1  Blundell Richard & Costas Meghir “Active labour market policy vs em-
ployment tax credits: lessons from recent UK reforms” 
2002:2  Carneiro Pedro, Karsten T Hansen & James J Heckman “Removing the veil 
of ignorance in assessing the distributional impacts of social policies” 
2002:3  Johansson Kerstin “Do labor market programs affect labor force participa-
tion?” 
2002:4  Calmfors Lars, Anders Forslund & Maria Hemström “Does active labour 
market policy work? Lessons from the Swedish experiences”    
2002:5  Sianesi Barbara “Differential effects of Swedish active labour market pro-
grammes for unemployed adults during the 1990s” 
2002:6  Larsson Laura “Sick of being unemployed? Interactions between unem-
ployment and sickness insurance in Sweden” 
2002:7  Sacklén Hans “An evaluation of the Swedish trainee replacement schemes” 
2002:8  Richardson Katarina & Gerard J van den Berg “The effect of vocational 
employment training on the individual transition rate from unemployment to 
work” 
2002:9  Johansson Kerstin “Labor market programs, the discouraged-worker effect, 
and labor force participation” 
2002:10  Carling Kenneth & Laura Larsson “Does early intervention help the unem-
ployed youth?” 
2002:11  Nordström Skans Oskar “Age effects in Swedish local labour markets” 
2002:12  Agell Jonas & Helge Bennmarker “Wage policy and endogenous wage 
rigidity: a representative view from the inside” 
2002:13  Johansson Per & Mårten Palme “Assessing the effect of public policy on 
worker absenteeism” 
2002:14  Broström Göran, Per Johansson & Mårten Palme “Economic incentives and 
gender differences in work absence behavior” 
2002:15  Andrén Thomas & Björn Gustafsson “Income effects from market training 
programs in Sweden during the 80’s and 90’s” 
2002:16  Öckert Björn “Do university enrollment constrainsts affect education and 
earnings? ” 
2002:17  Eriksson Stefan “Imperfect information, wage formation, and the employ-
ability of the unemployed” 
2002:18  Skedinger Per “Minimum wages and employment in Swedish hotels and 
restaurants” 
2002:19  Lindeboom Maarten, France Portrait & Gerard J. van den Berg “An econo-




2002:1  Larsson Laura “Evaluating social programs: active labor market policies and 
social insurance” 
2002:2  Nordström Skans Oskar “Labour market effects of working time reductions 
and demographic changes” 